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Dear Commissioner, 
 
The Wild Birds directive is the only EU legal instrument which directly concerns the conservation of 
European fauna. It is a real milestone in the EU legal system and it has come under heavy attacks in 
different member states. Italy, in particular, was condemned in several occasions by the Court of 
Justice for bad implementation by many of its Regional authorities.  
Recently, the Commission asked the Court of Justice to intervene and the Court decided the 
suspension of the law on hunting in the Region Liguria and Lombardy. This was a very important act 
which showed the determination of the Commission to make the rules respected.  
 
This notwithstanding, the Italian authorities are now making an unprecedented step even for a country 
with such a bad record in implementation of EU law: today the Chamber of Deputies will start the 
discussion of a controversial article in the so-called Community law (art. 43

1
) which would extend the 

hunting season to the month of February, thus contravening to the Wild Birds directive. 
 
We ask you therefore to take a close look at the matter and to publicly alert the Italian authorities that 
what they are doing is completely in contrast with EU law. We also ask you to publicly declare that in 
case the law is adopted the Commission will ask the Court of Justice to intervene and suspend the bill.  
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 2. 

Art.43 (English text below) 
 
2. all’articolo 18 della legge 11 febbraio 1992 n. 157 sono apportate le seguenti modificazioni: 
... 
b) al comma 2 è aggiunto, infine, il seguente periodo: 
“Ferme restando le disposizioni relative agli ungulati le regioni possono posticipare i termini di cui al presente comma in relazione 
a specie determinate e allo scopo sono obbligate ad acquisire il preventivo parere di validazione delle analisi scientifiche a 
sostegno delle modifiche da apportare, espresso dall’ISPRA, sentiti gli equivalenti istituti regionali ove istituiti e riconosciuti dalla 
Commissione Europea, ai quali dovranno uniformarsi. Il preventivo parere dovrà essere reso noto entro 30 giorni dal ricevimento 
della richiesta”. 
Art. 43 
."...regions are allowed to post-pone the terms in relation to specific species and are obliged to get the prior opinion of ISPRA 
after consultation of the relevant regional institutes where existing and recognized by the EU Commission..." 

 



 

 2 

 
We understand from some press reports that you intend to wait until the Court of Justice gives its 
decision on an open legal case (2008) and then, if the law in Italy is approved, to possibly start a new 
infringement procedure. We believe that this procedure could be too long and ineffective. The point, 
indeed, is to fully use the instruments you have at your disposal to make the rules respected.  
 
We believe that the Commission can ask directly to the Court to suspend the new law if it is approved. 
And the Commission can, when the Court decides on the 2008 open case, start a new procedure aimed 
at condemning Italy to pay financial sanctions. 
 
Dear Commissioner, the protection of the environment is an important competence of the EU and we 
are confident that you intend to make it to be respected. 
Thanking you in advance for your kind assistance, 
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