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14:30-16:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

Opening session
2010 is the UN year of biodiversity. 
Green Week 2010 will address the 
state of biodiversity and nature in 
Europe and the world, the benefits they 
bring, current pressures, and possible 
solutions to the current rates of loss, 
including the need for a solid baseline 
that can be used to take stock of future 
progress. 

The opening session will set the 
scene for the week’s discussions, 
spelling out the challenges, and map-
ping out areas where solutions might 
be found.

Speakers: 
Janez Potočnik, Environment commis-
sioner, European Commission (EC)
Norbert Röttgen, German environment 
minister 
Pavan Sukhdev, Study Leader - The 
Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity - TEEB, Special Adviser - 
Green Economy Initiative (UNEP) 
Dr Ashok Khosla, President IUCN 
and co-chair, International Panel for 
Sustainable Resource Management 
(IPSRM)
Prof. Jacqueline McGlade, execu-
tive director, European Environment 
Agency (EEA) 

Chair: 
Karl Falkenberg, director-general, EC’s 
DG environment

COFFEE BREAK

16:30-18:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.1. Halting the loss of biodiversity – 
Part I: Where are we now?
This session will provide an overview 
of the situation in Europe and the rest 
of the world, with particular focus on 
the scientific definition of the limits 
beyond which the loss of biodiversity 
will have far-reaching consequences 
for the very functioning of the planet.

Speakers: 
Staffan Widstrand, managing director 
of Wild Wonders of Europe 
Emmanuelle Grundmann, primatologist 
and reporter 
Dr Matt Walpole, Head, ecosystem 
assessment programme, World 
Conservation Monitoring Centre, 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 
Prof. Jacqueline McGlade, executive 
director, EEA 

Moderators: 
Aminda R. Leigh, broadcast journalist 
and writer, AMROS Media Solutions 

2.1. The environmental impacts of 
production and consumption
This session will launch a key report by 
the International Panel for Sustain-
able Resource Management: “The 
environmental impacts of production 
and consumption: priority products 
and materials” aiming to address such 
issues. It will also include previews 
of forthcoming panel reports on “Soil, 
agriculture and biodiversity” and 
“Decoupling economic growth from 
environmental degradation”. In partner-
ship with UNEP.

Speakers: 
Professor Edgar Hertwich, energy 
and environmental systems analysis, 
Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology 
Dr. Ing. Agr. Walter Alberto Pengue, 
National University of General 
Samiento, Argentina and member of 
the resource panel 
Prof. Dr Ernst Von Weizsäcker, co-
chair IPSRM 
Karl Falkenberg, director-general, EC’s 
DG environment 

Chair: 
Angela Cropper, deputy executive 
director, UNEP

3.1. Alerting decision makers to 
the link between nature and the 
economy
This session looks at the risks biodiver-
sity loss and the decline in ecosystem 
services pose to the global economy. 
In partnership with Friends of Europe 
(FoE).

Speakers: 
Pavan Sukhdev, study leader - The 
Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity - TEEB, Special Adviser - 
Green Economy Initiative (UNEP) 
Chantal Jouanno, French secretary of 
state for ecology 
Sandrine Bélier, Greens/EFA MEP, 
Europe Ecologie 
David Hill, chairman, the Environment 
Bank ltd 
Andrew Simms, policy director and 
head of climate change and energy, 
New Economics Foundation 
Simon Upton, environment director, 
OECD 

Moderators: 
Giles Merritt, secretary general of FoE 
Willy De Backer, head, Greening 
Europe Forum of FoE 

European Tree of the Year 
Side session in the Salon rouge (in English)
The main aim of the contest is to 
strengthen the communities, relation-
ships among people and their aware-
ness towards the environment they 
live in. 

Speakers: 
Jan Marenčák, member of Naše 
Podještědí civic organisation, nomina-
tor of the winning tree in 2009 
Josef Urbanec, nominator of a finalist 
tree in 2007 
Ladislav Miko, director for nature, EC’s 
DG environment
Michal Veselý, development director, 
the Czech Environmental Partnership 
Foundation 
Hana Rambousková, European Tree 
of the Year programme coordinator, 
Czech Environmental Partnership 
Foundation 

Moderators: 
David Murphy, director of the 
Environmental Partnership for 
Sustainable Development

WED 2 JUNE

09:30-11:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.2. Halting the loss of biodiversity – 
Part II: Learning from past failures
This session will reflect on what could 
have been done differently to promote 
biodiversity, and in particular speakers 
will be asked to suggest changes that 
could have been made to operating 
conditions to induce them to do more 
for biodiversity.

Speakers: 
Jon Hutton, director, World 
Conservation Monitoring Centre, 

UNEP 
Dr Alexander Schink, state secretary 
of the ministry of the environment and 
conservation, agriculture and con-
sumer protection of the State of North 
Rhine-Westphalia 
Andreas Baumüller, chair of European 
Habitats Forum 
Peter Kendall, NFU president 

Moderators: 
Patrick Murphy, EC’s DG environment

2.2. Finding the tools to make busi-
ness biodiversity-neutral
This session will explore the factors 
that will help business protect biodiver-
sity. In partnership with FoE.

Speakers: 
Karl Falkenberg, director-general, EC’s 
DG environment
Peter Carter, associate director, 
European Investment Bank 
Jon Williams, lead partner, biodiversity 
& ecosystems, sustainability & climate 
change, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Emmanuel Desplechin, EU chief repre-
sentative, Brazilian Sugarcane Industry 
Association
Herbert Pircher, The Alliance for 
Beverage Cartons & the Environment 
(ACE), Vice President, Wood Supply 
Sustainability, Stora Enso Forest 
Central Europe 

Moderators: 
Willy De Backer, Head Greening 
Europe Forum of FoE 

3.2. Maintaining our natural capital: 
Protecting and preserving natural 
resources
This session will look at new ap-
proaches to biodiversity and ecosys-
tem management and policy making, 
and will share experiences of design 
and process techniques that are using 
natural capital more effectively.

Speakers: 
Katia Karousakis, environment direc-
torate, OECD 
Carlos Muñoz Piña, director general 
for research in environmental econom-
ics and policy, National Institute of 
Ecology, Mexico 
Dr Joshua Bishop, Chief Economist, 
IUCN 

Moderators: 
Robin Miège, acting director, EC’s DG 
environment

COFFEE BREAK

11:30-13:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.3. Biodiversity in oceans
This session will focus on the current 
state of biodiversity in oceans, high-
lighting major threats and the solutions 
contained in the marine strategy frame-

TUE 1 JUNE

SANDRINE BéLIER
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work directive as well as the different 
approaches taken in various regional 
conventions (covering the North Atlan-
tic, the Baltic, the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea).

Speakers: 
Prof. Jacqueline McGlade, executive 
director, EEA 
Mark Tasker, head of marine advice, 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 
UK, and Vice-Chair of the Advisory 
Committee, International Council for 
the Exploration of the Seas 
Dr Monica Verbeek, executive director, 
Seas at Risk 
Adolf Kellermann, head of science 
programme, International Council for 
the Exploration of the Sea 

Chair: 
Corinne Lepage, MEP, chair of the par-
liamentary intergroup seas and coasts

2.3. Changing consumer behaviour 
to protect biodiversity
This session will consider what busi-
nesses can do to increase consumer 
awareness of biodiversity without 
jeopardising diversity. In partnership 
with FoE

Speakers: 
Paola Testori Coggi, director general 
health and consumers, EC 
Kirsten Falkenburger, spokesperson 
Global Youth Accord on Biodiversity, 
Canada 
Pauline Desforges, Global Strategic 
Planner at Ogilvy Earth Paris 
Salvatore Gabola, European public 
affairs director, Coca-Cola Europe 
Michael Gödde, head of landscape 
planning and nature conservation, City 
of Berlin 
Oliver Greenfield, head of sustainable 
business and economics, WWF-UK 

Moderators: 
Willy De Backer, head, Greening 
Europe Forum of FoE 

3.3 Financing nature conservation: 
necessity or affordable luxury?
This session provides a forum for a 
strategic discussion on the costs and 
benefits of Natura 2000, with key 
stakeholders highlighting the costs 
and benefits arising from the effective 

management and restoration of Natura 
2000. The outcome will feed into future 
commission considerations on the 
financing of Natura 2000.

Speakers: 
Ian Jardine, chief executive of Scottish 
Natural Heritage and president of 
Eurosite 
Jesús Ángel Diez Vázquez, pro-
gramme director, Natural Heritage 
Foundation of Castilla y León 
Peter Torkler, project co-ordination and 
EU policy, WWF Germany 
Anton Reinl, Austrian chamber of agri-
culture, representing Copa-Cogeca 

Moderators: 
Angelo Salsi, head of LIFE Nature 
Unit, EC’s DG environment

European Red List – A tool for con-
servation management 
This side event aims to inform stake-
holders on the possible applications of 
the European Red List and highlight 
the use of its results. It offers expert 
views on the European Red List and 
gives the audience the chance to 
provide their own insight.
Side session in the Salon rouge (in 
English, no interpretation).

Speakers: 
Ratislav Rybanic, EU nature policy 
officer, BirdLife 
Annabelle Cuttelod, European Red List 
coordinator, IUCN Species Programme 
Ana Nieto, biodiversity conservation 
officer, IUCN regional office for Pan-
Europe 
Prof. Jonathan Baillie, director of 
conservation programmes at the 
Zoological Society of London 
Angelika Rubin, EC’s DG environment

Moderators: 
Dr Paul Grigoriev, regional programme 
coordinator, IUCN regional office for 
Pan-Europe 

LUNCH

14:00-16:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

The “Best of the Best” LIFE Envi-
ronment projects 2009 will receive 
awards and give short presentations 
of their work:
Side session in the Salon rouge (in 
English, no interpretation).

14:30-16:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.4. The soil life we walk on – does 
it matter?
This session offers a glimpse inside 
the Earth’s engine room, and shows 
how we depend on a vast array of 
interlinked species that we know very 
little about.

Speakers: 
Prof. Wim Van der Putten, head of 
the department multitrophic interac-
tions, Netherlands Institute of Ecology 
(NIOO-KNAW) 
Charlotte Hollins, Fordhall farm, United 
Kingdom 
Claude Bourguignon, laboratory of 
soil microbiological analyses (LAMS), 
France 

Moderators: 
Ladislav Miko, director for nature, EC’s 
DG environment

2.4 Climate change impact on biodi-
versity and ecosystem services
The session shall give an update of 
state of the art scientific knowledge 
about climate change and its impacts 
on terrestrial and marine biodiversity 
and ecosystem services and the con-
sequences for society and economy. 
Necessary measures to avoid the 
unmanageable and to manage the 
unavoidable will be discussed.

Speakers: 
Chris Thomas, department of biology, 
University of York 
Prof Dir. Carlo Heip, Royal 
Netherlands Institute for Sea Research 
NIOZ 
Prof. Wolfgang Cramer, Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Impact Research 

Moderators: 
Jennifer Rankin, journalist, European 
Voice 

3.4. Sustainability criteria for food, 
feed and fibres 
In this section the necessity and feasi-
bility of applying sustainability criteria 
for all biotic materials will be discussed 
by members of the International Panel 
for Sustainable Resource Management 
and its Steering Committee. In partner-
ship with UNEP.

Speakers: 
Jeffrey A. McNeely, senior science 
advisor, The World Conservation 
Union (IUCN) 
Dr. Stefan Bringezu, senior fellow and 
director, department for material flows 
and structural change, Wuppertal 
Institute 
Prof. Mark J. Mwandosya, Tanzanian 
minister for water and irrigation 

Chair: 
Prof. Dr Ernst Von Weizsäcker, co-
chair, IPSRM

COFFEE BREAK

16:30-18:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.5. Impact of biodiversity loss on 
human health
This session will provide an overview 
of the potential consequences of 

biodiversity loss for infectious diseases 
and medicines.

Speakers: 
Dr Aaron Bernstein, faculty member, 
Harvard Medical School 
Prof. Dominique Belpomme, president 
of the Association on Anti-Cancer 
Therapeutic Research (ARTAC), 
France 
Conor Kretsch, executive direc-
tor, Co-operation on Health and 
Biodiversity Initiative Secretariat, 
Ireland 
Oliviero Spinelli, director, Comunità 
Ambiente 

Moderators: 
Ladislav Miko, director for nature, EC’s 
DG environment

2.5 Fishing in and around marine 
protected areas
This session will examine the problem 
from three points of view, comparing 
and contrasting the approaches of the 
fishing industry, a marine protection 
commission, and scientists working in 
this area. The results of the debate will 
feed into the reform of the Common 
Fisheries Policy and the process of 
implementation of the MSFD.

Speakers: 
Stephen Lockwood, chairman UK 
Fishing Industry’s MPA–Fishing 
Coalition 
Thomas Kirk Sørensen, National 
Institute of Aquatic Resources, 
Technical University of Denmark 
Sebastian Unger, deputy secretary of 
OSPAR 

Moderators: 
Armando Astudillo, adviser, EC’s DG 
maritime affairs and fisheries

3.5. Ecosystems services: the es-
sential capital for the poorest
The speakers will present some 
examples of how ecosystem services 
directly contribute to the natural capital 
of the poor, and how part of these 
services can be marketed to ensure 
long term sustainability.

Speakers: 
Emile Frison, director general, 
Bioversity International, and execu-
tive chair, Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research 
Alliance 
Adriana Dinu, regional practice 
leader, Environment and Energy in 
Europe and the CIS, UNDP Bratislava 
Regional Centre 
Luc Gnacadja, executive secretary, 
United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification 
Salma Mazrui–Watt, director, part-
nerships & external affairs, WWF 
Eastern & Southern Africa Regional 
Programme Office 

Moderators: 

JACqUELINE MCGLADE
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Nicholas Hanley, head of unit for inter-
national relations and enlargement, 
EC’s DG environment

Eco-innovation initiative - Market 
Replication projects
This workshop will present policy 
developments in the area, and projects 
supported by the EU’s competitiveness 
and innovation framework programme 
(CIP). The CIP eco-innovation pro-
gramme targets innovative SMEs in 
numerous sectors, including recycling, 
construction, food and drink, and 
greening businesses. The 2010 call for 
proposals will be open until 9 Septem-
ber 2010.

Side session in the Salon rouge (in 
English, no interpretation).

Speakers: 
Beatriz Yordi, head of eco-innovation 
unit, EU Executive Agency for 
Competitiveness and Innovation 
Maciej Szymanowicz, EC’s DG 
environment
Eleonora Turchetto, coordinator of the 
Fertilandia project

THU 3 JUNE

09:30-11:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.6. Is EU nature conservation legis-
lation fit for purpose?
This session will evaluate the role of 
EU nature legislation and Natura 2000 
in delivering on biodiversity goals. 
Does the current approach under the 
Birds and Habitats Directive work and 
is it fit for purpose to face the chal-
lenges for 2020 and beyond? Finally, 
the session will consider the key goals 
and priorities for nature conservation 
in the context of setting biodiversity 
targets for 2020 and on how these can 
best be achieved.

Speakers:
Esther De Lange, MEP, member of 
the committee on environment, public 
health and food safety 
Ladislav Miko, director for nature, EC’s 
DG environment
Sir Graham Wynne, chief executive of 
the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, United Kingdom 
Dr Ciaran O’Keeffe, director of Irish 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Moderators: 
Åsa Norrman, nature director, Swedish 
Ministry of the Environment 

2.6. Water and biodiversity
This session will highlight the intrinsic 
links between water and biodiversity, 
beginning with a presentation of EU 
Water policy, with a particular empha-

sis on land use and land management, 
which is essential for ensuring water of 
sufficient quantity and quality. 

Speakers: 
Heide Jekel, German federal ministry 
on the environment, nature conserva-
tion and nuclear safety 
Prof. Peter Bridgewater, Global 
Garden Consulting 
Joachim Maes, Joint Research Centre, 
European commission 

Moderators: 
Peter Gammeltoft, head of unit for 
water, EC’s DG Environment

3.6. Nature’s role in climate change
This session will showcase practi-
cal examples of ecosystem-based 
adaptation and mitigation and provide 
information on ecosystem feedbacks in 
the climate system.

Speakers: 
Yabanex Batista, adaptation and 
finance policy expert, The Nature 
Conservancy, USA 
Robbert C. Steijn, director coasts and 
marine systems and project manager, 
OURCOAST 
Nicole Glineur, program manager, 
Natural Resources, Global 
Environment Facility, USA 
Cordula Epple, climate change and 
biodiversity programme officer, UNEP-
WCMC, Cambridge 

Moderators: 
Dr Sybille van den Hove, director of 
MEDIAN, Spain 

Forest protection: two Stakeholder 
sessions
These sessions (on invitation only) will 
form part of the commission’s public 
consultation following the February 
2010 green paper on forest protection 
and forest information. 

Speakers: 
Dr Marcus Lindner, head, forest 
ecology and management programme, 
European Forest Institute (EFI) 
Philipp Freiherr von und zu 
Guttenberg, member, Board of the 
Confederation of the European 
Forest Owners (CEPF) and Chairman 
Association of Styrian Forest Owners 
Luc De Bruyn, head, species diversity 

research group, Research Institute for 
Nature and Forest (INBO), Belgium 
Thomas Geburek, head of department, 
Federal Forest Office, Austria 
Jesus San Miguel, action leader, Land 
management and natural hazards, 
Joint Research Center, European 
Commission 
Georg Winkel, assistant professor, 
Institute of Forest- and Environmental 
Policy, University of Freiburg 

Moderators: 
Robert Flies, Adviser, Nature 
Directorate, EC’s DG environment

COFFEE BREAK

11:30-13:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.7. Post 2010 targets: What do we 
do next? Part I – General audience
This session will air views on what 
elements and milestones an EU post-
2010 biodiversity policy should contain 
to deliver effectively on biodiversity 
protection at both EU and international 
levels.

Speakers: 
Heidi Sørensen, state secretary, 
Norwegian Ministry for Environment 
Torbjørn Lange, deputy director 
general, department for nature man-
agement, Ministry of the Environment, 
Norway 
Dr Allan Watt, deputy science director, 
biodiversity programme, Centre for 
Ecology & Hydrology, United Kingdom 
Tim Christophersen, programme 
officer, secretariat of the convention 
on biological diversity (CBD), United 
Nations Environment Programme 
James Griffiths, managing direc-
tor, World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development 

Moderators: 
Sandrine Bélier, Greens/EFA MEP, 
Europe Ecologie 

2.7. Invasive species
This session will start off by presenting 
the background to the problem, includ-
ing examples of damage caused by 
invasive species in various ecosystems 
around the world. It will then present 
ways in which the challenge has been 
dealt with in several countries. Finally 
the ongoing work to develop an EU 
strategy will be discussed.

Speakers: 
Philip E. Hulme, professor of plant bio-
security, The Bio-Protection Research 
Centre, New Zealand 
Piero Genovesi, senior conserva-
tion officer ISPRA - Institute for 
Environmental Protection and 
Research, and Chair of IUCN SSC 
Invasive Species Specialist Group 
Clare Shine, barrister and consul-

tant in environmental policy and law 
associate, Institute for European 
Environmental Policy 

Moderators: 
Rick Thompson, former BBC interna-
tional news editor 

3.7. Linking biodiversity to food 
security
This session will explore the role of 
agricultural biodiversity and its contri-
bution to food- and livelihood security, 
and will also showcase a number of 
biodiversity projects supported by EU 
development aid.

Speakers: 
Dr Selim Louafi, Cirad / scientific 
advisor to the ambassador of France 
to the Rome-based United Nations 
Organizations on Global Governance 
of Food Security 
Dr Jean Daniel Ngou Ngoupayou, 
director, African centre for research on 
banana and plantain trees (CARBAP), 
Cameroun 
Alan Belward, head of unit for 
global environment monitoring, Joint 
Research Centre, European com-
mission 

Moderators: 
Jean-Pierre Halkin, head of unit natural 
resources, EuropeAid - Cooperation 
Office, European commission 

Forest protection: two Stakeholder 
sessions
These sessions (on invitation only) will 
form part of the Commission’s public 
consultation following the February 
2010 Green Paper on forest protection 
and forest information. 

Speakers: 
Dr Marcus Lindner, head, forest 
ecology and management programme, 
European Forest Institute (EFI) 
Philipp Freiherr von und zu 
Guttenberg, member, Board of the 
Confederation of the European 
Forest Owners (CEPF) and Chairman 
Association of Styrian Forest Owners 
Luc De Bruyn, head, species diversity 
research group, Research Institute for 
Nature and Forest (INBO), Belgium 
Thomas Geburek, head of department, 
Federal Forest Office, Austria 
Jesus San Miguel, action leader, Land 
management and natural hazards, 
Joint Research Center, European 
commission 
Georg Winkel, assistant professor, 
Institute of Forest- and Environmental 
Policy, University of Freiburg 

LUNCH

14:30-16:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.8. Sustaining life on earth: Liveli-
hoods and biodiversityHEIDI SøRENSEN
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In this session scientists will present 
ideas and concepts inspired by three 
international biodiversity cooperation 
projects funded under the EU’s 7th 
Framework RTD Programme (FP7).

Speakers: 
Prof Henrik Balslev, Aarhus University, 
Coordinator of the FP7 project PALMS 
Dr Sarah Pilgrim, University of Essex, 
FP7 project HighArcs 
Prof Geoffrey D. Gooch, Linköping 
University, Coordinator of the FP7 
project LiveDiverse 

Moderators: 
Martin Sharman, DG Research, 
European Commission 

2.8. Urban Biodiversity: Local Solu-
tions to Global Challenges
This session will highlight the 
importance of sustainable urban 
biodiversity management, outlining the 
major threats to urban biodiversity and 
showcasing emerging good practices 
around the world. In partnership with 
ICLEI.

Speakers: 
Machteld Gryseels, director of the 
division “nature, water and forest” of 
Brussels Environment 
Dr Johan van Zoest, senior policy 
advisor, Municipality of Amsterdam 
Andre Mader, coordinator, biodiver-
sity strategy, Local Governments for 
Sustainability (ICLEI) 
Gaëlle Lejeune, Natureparif, France 
Zuzana Hudeková, Regional 
Environmental Center Slovakia 

Moderators: 
Peter Defranceschi, project officer, 
Local Governments for Sustainability 
(ICLEI), Brussels Office 

3.8. Agricultural land use and 
biodiversity
This session examines the importance 
of High Nature Value farming systems 
and appropriate land management in 
intensive agricultural areas, showing 
how existing policy solutions like the 
agri-environment measure enhance 
biodiversity by supporting appropriate 
management practices and reinserting 
natural elements in intensive farming 
areas

Speakers: 
Dr Mark Redman, Independent Rural 
Development, environmental consul-
tant 
Dr Christian Hey, secretary general, 
German Advisory Council on the 
Environment 
Prof. Allan Buckwell, policy direc-
tor, Country Land and Business 
Association Ltd 

Moderators: 
Corrado Pirzio-Biroli, chairman, 
consultative committee, European 
Landowners’ Organization (ELO) 

Post -2010 targets – Part II: Stake-
holder session 1
This will be a formal stakeholder con-
sultation in closed session (with spe-
cific registration) to hear the views of 
member states and a very wide range 
of stakeholders on how to construct the 
EU’s post-2010 biodiversity policy. 

16:30-18:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

1.9 Green infrastructure
The session will start with presenta-
tions on the importance and potential of 
green infrastructure. The speakers will 
discuss good examples of implementa-
tion, and will show in the relevance of 
investing in green infrastructure and 
how funding can be achieved. This will 
be followed by a discussion of how the 
audience sees society’s interest in, and 
contribution to, the implementation of 
green infrastructure.

Speakers: 
Dr Rory Harrington, programme 
manager, Integrated Constructed 
Wetlands (ICW), Ireland 
Peter Carter, associate director, 
European Investment Bank 
Eszter Kovács, associate professor at 
the Szent István University, Hungary 
Alain Chabrolle, vice-president for 
health and environment, Rhône-Alpes 
region 

Moderators: 
Sonja van Renssen, senior reporter, 
ENDS Europe 

2.9. Biodiversity and meat consump-
tion
ThIS session will examine what the 
future holds, asking how the demand 
for meat and thus animal food products 
can be balanced with the demand for 
environmental services.

Speakers: 
Carolyn Opio, animal production and 
health division, FAO
Henk Westhoek, progamme manager 
agriculture and food, Netherlands 
Environmental Assessment Agency 
(PBL) 
Danielle Nierenberg, Worldwatch, USA 

Moderators: 
Aminda R. Leigh, broadcast journalist 
and writer, AMROS Media Solutions 

3.9. Local actors: reconciling 
socio-economic goals and nature 
conservation
This session will draw on lessons from 
experiences (both good and problem-
atic) from the viewpoint of the various 
actors involved or concerned by Natura 
2000 protection and management 
on the ground, such as government 
bodies, developers and economic 
operators, land-owners, conservation 
agencies and local/regional authorities. 

Speakers: 
Nicole Nowicki-Caupin, special del-
egate, EUROSITE 
Dr Leon Braat, senior researcher 
international nature policy, Alterra, 
Wageningen University & Research 
centre 
Antonis Michail, policy advisor, 
European Sea Ports Organisation 
Małgorzata Górska, Important Birds 
Area Casework Officer, OTOP/BirdLife 
partner, Poland 
Angus Middleton, chief executive 
officer - Federation of Associations for 
Hunting and Conservation of the E.U. 
[FACE] 
Lucile Rambaud, Head of Natura 
2000, French Environment Ministry 

Moderators: 
Stefan Leiner, acting head of the 
Natura 2000 Unit, EC’s DG environ-
ment 

Filling the knowledge gaps
This session will help to clarify how 
research can be stepped up to fill the 
knowledge and data gaps, what action 
is needed to improve the dialogue 
between science and policy, and how 
basic science can be turned into opera-
tional measures.

Side session, In the Salon rouge (in 
English)

Speakers: 
Dr Anne-Helene Prieur-Richard, 
deputy director, Diversitas, National 
Museum of Natural History, France 
Giovanni Bidoglio, head of unit for 
rural, water and ecosystem resources, 
Joint Research Centre, European 
commission 
Dr Sybille van den Hove, director of 
Median, Spain 

Moderators: 
Ladislav Miko, director for nature, EC’s 
DG environment

Post -2010 targets – Part II: Stake-
holder session 2
This will be a formal stakeholder 
consultation in closed session (with 
specific registration) to hear the views 
of member states and a very wide 
range of stakeholders on how to con-

struct the EU’s post-2010 biodiversity 
policy. The input received will be taken 
into account by the Commission in 
shaping the EU Biodiversity Strategy 
to be adopted by the end of 2010. It 
will also contribute to the negotiations 
on the future international biodiversity 
framework.

18:00-19:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

Launch of the Atlas of Biodiversity 
Risk - in the exhibition area, stand 
48
The Atlas of Biodiversity Risk describes 
and summarises in a comprehensive, 
easy-to-read and richly illustrated form 
the major pressures, impacts and risks 
of biodiversity loss at a global level. 
The Atlas combines the main out-
comes of the large European research 
project ALARM with some core results 
of numerous other research networks.

FRI 4 JUNE

9:00-11:00  
THEMES AND SESSIONS

Closing session: Towards a global 
vision for conserving biodiversity
In this closing session, speakers will 
consider how the EU can help reform 
international environmental gover-
nance at all levels, and contribute to 
achieving sustainable development by 
integrating biodiversity and ecosystem 
services into relevant programmes and 
policies. 

Keynote speaker:
José Manuel Barroso, president of the 
European commission

Speakers: 
Connie Hedegaard, commissioner for 
climate action, European commission 
María Elena Espinosa Mangana, min-
ister of the environment, Spain 
Kiyoshi Araki, ambassador for COP10 
of the convention on biological diver-
sity, ministry of foreign affairs 
Prof. Tim Jackson, economics 
commissioner, UK sustainable devel-
opment commission and author of 
“Prosperity without growth” 
Mrs Bee, high representative of the 
biodiversity and ecosystems com-
munity 

Chair: 
Karl Falkenberg, director-general, EC’s 
DG environment

PHILIPP FREIHERR vON 
UND zU GUTTENBERG
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T
he massive oil spill spreading in the Gulf of Mexico 
is having a frightening impact. Pictures of basted 
seabirds and turtles are circulating all over the 
world. Commercial fishing has been suspended 
in the vicinity of the spill. The spread and its 
dispersant toxicity are worrying all experts. Hotel 

bookings have already slowed down. Did it really have to 
come to this to realise how much we depend on biodiversity? 
Will we eventually learn the lesson?

Biodiversity is not only a remarkable and fascinating natural 
heritage, it also – freely – provides us with services such as water 
purification, oxygen and carbon recycling, soil fertility, food 
production, drug development and general wealth protection. 
But these benefits are very often taken for granted, and we tend 
to underestimate the growing threats to biodiversity. Accidents 
and ordinary human activities in the last 50 years have led to 
irreversible loss. 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature has 
demonstrated that 36 per cent of classified species are endan-
gered. To make matters worse, we are wiping out these species 
at an unprecedented rate. The study on the economics of eco-
systems and biodiversity, led by the economist Pavan Sukhdev, is 
clear: by 2050, 750 million hectares of natural areas will disappear 
– twice the EU’s territory.

The oil spill ironically occurs in 2010, the international year 
of biodiversity, and the deadline to achieve the target to halt 
biodiversity decline. This disaster must be the turning point. In 
the upcoming months, the Nagoya summit in Japan in October, 
and the community strategy 2011-2016, will be major oppor-
tunities for the EU to go for ambitious biodiversity targets: to 
stop further loss and deterioration of biodiversity; to improve the 
conservation status of threatened species and habitats, both in 
the EU and worldwide, and to enhance and restore ecosystems 
to make them resilient to climate change, supporting biodiversity 

A sticking 
point?
As the Gulf of Mexico oil spill hits the 
headlines, Sandrine Bélier is calling on Europe 
to act now to preserve biodiversity

and delivering the services human wellbe-
ing depends upon.

Too ambitious targets? These targets 
may be met with a comprehensive policy. 
As a prerequisite, current EU legislation 
must be fully transposed and enforced, in 
particular for marine sites. The Sukhdev 
report has calculated that the return on 
investments could be worth 25 to 100 
times more. That is a reason good enough for community and 
national biodiversity strategies to allocate a minimum of 0.3 
per cent of GDP to biodiversity protection.

Let us not forget the framework directive on soil protec-
tion (blocked in the council since 2006) and the long-awaited 
directive on invasive alien species. Salads do not grow in 
supermarket sections and if we want to keep on eating 
natural food, these two directives will have to be backed up. 
Of course, issues like GMOs and the extinction of bluefin 
tuna must not be left aside: biodiversity protection must 
be mainstreamed in all policies – agriculture and fisheries, 
but also urban governance, transport, development, forest, 
research and industries.

The Nagoya summit will also have the opportunity to set 
up an intergovernmental panel on biodiversity and ecosystem 
services (IPBES) comparable to the IPCC for climate change. 
This IPBES would have the urgent task of proceeding to a long-
awaited biodiversity health check. 

Biodiversity protection is probably the biggest challenge we 
have to face and more work is needed to communicate messages 
about the importance of biodiversity to the general public, and 
to encourage higher participation in its protection. As a member 
of the European parliament, I will continue to push for a fun-
damental change of approach to biodiversity. This 2010 year of 
biodiversity, must be the turning point. 

“This 
disaster 
must be 
the turning 
point’

Sandrine Bélier 
is a member 
of parliament’s 
environment, 
public health 
and food safety 
committee

She is speaking at  
Tuesday’s session 
on the link between 
nature and the 
economy

coverstory

oil floats on the 
surface of the Gulf 
of Mexico near the 
coast of Louisiana, 
following the leak 
last month


